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Concerning recreational and cultural activities, conference participants were able to enjoy numerous events that took place in the week that celebrates the patron saint of Pisa, "Saint Ranieri", and culminates with the "Luminara" and the fireworks on the night of 16 June. In addition, as a tradition, the CSI also offered a social program, including a welcome cocktail and wine tasting party at the Conference Center, an organ concert in the magnificent Cathedral of Pisa in Miracles' Square, and guided excursions to historical parts of Pisa, as well as a Gala Dinner held at the Old Railway Station "Leopolda".
The success of the conference was completed by the participation of 24 vendors and sponsors, to whom we give our most grateful thanks for their financial support.
I want to express my heartfelt thanks to the members of the International Advisory Board and to all the colleagues of the Organizing Committee and the Local Organizing Committee for their great work and effort. A special thanks to Stefano Legnaioli (Secretary CSI XL) and all volunteers, without the help of which it would not have been possible to successfully organize the CSI XL and IX-EMS-LIBS in a single event.
Finally, a warm thanks to all the participants who contributed to the success of the conference with their presence and with their oral and poster scientific presentations.
The next Conferences will be held in 2019 in Mexico (Mexico City, CSI XLI) and in 2021 in Spain (Gijón, CSI XLII).
Alessandro D'Ulivo <dulivo@pi.iccom.cnr.it> was Chair of CSI XL and is Senior Researcher at C.N.R., Institute of Chemistry of Organometallic Compounds, S.S. of Pisa, Italy
Advanced Polymers via Macromolecular Engineering by Filip Du Prez
Without any doubt, polymer materials became the most important materials world-wide during the 20th century. Over the last decade, the focus is shifting to molecularly engineered polymers for their application as materials with high added value in areas such as electronics, the biomedical sector, and energy. In the meantime, these materials are not only picked up in an academic context, but applied more and more to our daily lives by chemical and pharmaceutical companies.
In this context, a series of Advanced Polymers via Macromolecular Engineering (APME) conferences conferences launched a long time ago (and recurring every two years) has seen an increasing interest, especially in the last two editions held in Japan and the UK, which included more than 400 participants. For this reason, these APME meetings have been recognized as some of the most prestigious meetings in the broad field of polymer science.
The focus of the 12th International Symposium APME, this time organized at Ghent University (Belgium) 21-25 May 2017 by Prof. Du Prez (chair) and Prof. Hoogenboom (co-chair), is on the broad topic of macromolecular engineering for the design of advanced polymeric structures, in connection to their characterisation and recent applications. In total, close to 500 people from 39 countries participated to this event.
During APME2017, 4 plenary lectures, 72 invited lectures, 60 oral communications, and 277 posters APME2017 in Ghent, Belgium, 21-25 May 2017 were presented during three days, centering on the following 10 themes, many of them around topics of high societal and economical impact:
•
Applications APME 2017 offered an interdisciplinary platform for scientists with an interest in polymer science. While the oral presentations were mainly given by academic speakers (about 90 %), a small number of industrial researchers was invited on the first afternoon of the conference to underline the importance of stateof-the-art applications for newly designed polymer structures. When filling in the scientific program, emphasis was given to current trends and future developments in many fields of polymer synthesis, in which advanced polymeric structures play a key role.
In general, the feedback was extremely positive: 87 % of the participants rated the event as good to excellent compared to other similar events they have attended, 90 % rated the relevance of the topics as good to excellent, and 94 % rated the scientific content as good to excellent. Already, 61 % are considering attending the event in 2019, while 32 % are not yet sure.
We heard numerous times that APME2017 was "without any doubt the best international polymer meeting of this year". This was exemplified by the continuous strong interactions during the conference, including during the poster sessions. In summary, APME2017 was a quite successful meeting, highly appreciated by the participants. The FWO is explicitly acknowledged for financial report.
The next APME meeting will take place in Stellenbosch, South Africa, 15-18 April 2019.
Filip Du Prez <filip.duprez@ugent.be> was co-chair with Richard Hoogenboom of the Program Committee.
Development of chemistry within planetary boundaries by Dimitry I. Mustafin
The 7th International IUPAC Conference on Green Chemistry took place from 2-5 October 2017 in Moscow, hosted by Mendeleyev University of Chemical Technology of Russia. 158 delegates from Germany, Italy, France, Japan, China, Turkey, Estonia, Romania, Belgium, Poland, Brazil, India, Thailand, South African Republic, and, of course, from Russia took part in the conference. Within the IUPAC Conference, separate events also took place, each of which deserves special mention: a School of Young Scientists and Symposia devoted to the memory of outstanding Russian scientists who introduced the ideas of green chemistry and sustainable development in society, in the USSR and Russia, and all over the world.
The unique topic of this conference was the development of chemistry within planetary boundaries. In 2009, a 'planetary boundaries' concept was suggested by Rockström, et al. One of the nine planetary boundaries (chemical pollution) is directly related to the release of human-made chemicals into the environment. The estimation of the limits of this technogenic impact is one of the systemic technological challenges that is to be jointly solved by scientists with diverse specializations. The increase in the variety and the volume of production and the wide application of chemicals has potential ramifications. The emergence of longer and more complex supply chains, including the extraction, transportation, and storage of raw materials, the systems of distribution of chemicals, and the disposal of their waste, increase the risk of adverse effects on human health and the environment. In Global Chemicals Outlook (2012), UNEP pointed out that the world level of safety in the handling of chemicals is inadequate. Research in the past two decades has shown that, in developed countries, the most important pollutants from chemical industries are not the untreated and unwanted waste water or emissions into the air, but the products of chemical industries themselves.
The assessment of the hazards of chemicals and the
